
65th LEGISLATURE-REGULAR SESSION

PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS-
COURTS OF CIVIL APPEALS

S. J. R. No. 45

Proposing an amendment to Article V, Section 6, Texas Constitution, to permit
more associate justices on a court of civil appeals, to permit a court of
civil appeals to sit in sections, and requiring a concurrence of a majority
of justices for a decision.

Be it resolved by the Legislature of the State of Texas:
Section 1. That Article V, Section 6, Texas Constitution, be amended

to read as follows:
"Sec. 6. Courts of Civil Appeals; Transfer of Cases; Terms of Judges
"The Legislature shall as soon as practicable after the adoption of this

amendment divide the State into not less than two nor more than three
Supreme judicial districts and thereafter into such additional districts as
the increase of population and business may require, and shall establish
a Court of Civil Appeals in each of said districts, which shall consist of a
Chief Justice and at least two Associate Justices, who shall have the qual-
ifications as herein prescribed for Justices of the Supreme Court. The
Court of Civil Appeals may sit in sections as authorized by law. The con-
currence of a majority of the judges sitting in a section is necessary to
decide a case. Said Court of Civil Appeals shall have appellate jurisdic-
tion co-extensive with the limits of their respective districts, wh'ich shall
extend to all civil cases of which the District Courts or County Courvs
have original or appellate jurisdiction, under such restrictions and regula-
tions as may be prescribed by law. Provided, that the decision of said
courts shall be conclusive on all questions of fact brought before them on
appeal or error.

"Each of said Courts of Civil Appeals shall hold its sessions at a place
in its district to be designated by the Legislature, and at such time as may
be prescribed by law. Said Justices shall be elected by the qualified voters
of their respective districts at a general election, for a term of six years
and shall receive for their services the sum of three thousand five hun-
dred dollars per annum, until otherwise provided by law. Said courts shall
have such other jurisdiction, original and appellate as may be prescribed
by law. Each Court of Civil Appeals shall appoint a clerk in the same
manner as the clerk of the Supreme Court which clerk shall receive such
compensation as may be fixed by law.

"Until the organization of the Courts of Civil Appeals and Criminal
Appeals, as herein provided for, the jurisdiction, power and organization
and location of the Supreme Court, the Court of Appeals and the Com-
mission of Appeals shall continue as they were before the adoption of
this amendment.

"All civil cases which may be pending in the Court of Appeals shall
as soon as practicable afLer the organization of the Courts of Civil Ap-
peals be certified to, and the records thereof transmitted to the proper
Courts of Civil Appeals to be decided by said courts. At the first session
of the Supreme Court the Court of Criminal Appeals and such of the
Courts of Civil Appeals which may be hereafter created under this article
after the first election of the Judges of such courts under this amend-
ment. The terms of office of the Judges of each court shall be divided
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into three classes and the Justices thereof shall draw for the different
classes. Those who shall draw class No. 1 shall hold their offices two
years, those drawing class No. 2 shall hold their offices for four years and
those who may draw class No. 3 shall hold their offices for six years, from
the date of their election and until their successors are elected and quali-
fied, and thereafter each of the said Judges shall hold his office for six
years, as provided in this Constitution."

Sec. 2. Should the legislature enact legislation in anticipation of the
adoption of this amendment, such law shall not be invalid because of its
anticipatory character.

Sec. 3. The foregoing constitutional amendment shall be submitted
to a vote of the qualified electors of this state at an election to be held
on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November, 1978, at which
election the ballots shall be printed to provide for voting for or against the
proposition: "The constitutional amendment permitting the legislature
to increase the number of justices on a court of civil appeals, permitting
a court of civil appeals to sit in sections, and requiring a concurrence of
a majority of justices to decide a case."

Adopted by the senate on April 6, 1977: Yeas 25, Nays 3; May 25,
1977, senate concurred in house amendment: Yeas 31, Nays 0; adopt-
ed by the house, with amendment, on May 24, 1977: Yeas 142, Nays
0, one present not voting.

Filed without signature.
Filed with the Secretary of State, May 26, 1977.

PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS-BUILDING
COMMISSION AND BUILDING FUND REPEALER

S. J. R. No. 48

Proposing a constitutional amendment repealing Article IlII, Section 51-b of the
Texas Constitution, to repeal the constitutional authority for the State
Building Commission and the State Building Fund.

Be it resolved by the Legislature of the State of Texas:
Section 1. That Article III, Section 51-b of the Texas Constitution

be repealed.
Sec. 2. The foregoing constitutional amendment shall be submitted to

a vote of the qualified electors of this state at an election to be held on
the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November, 1978, at which elec-
tion the ballots shall be printed to provide for voting for or against the
proposition: "The constitutional amendment to repeal the constitutional
authority for the State Building Commission and the State Building Fund."

Adopted by the senate on April 5, 1977: Yeas 25, Nays 5; May 23, 1977,
senate concurred in house amendments: Yeas 29, Nays 2; adopted
by the house, with amendments, on May 20, 1977: Yeas 125, Nays 8,
one present not voting.

Filed without signature.
Filed with the Secretary of State, May 26, 1977.
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